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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to analyze formal characteristics of cloister gardens which are most common among the
monastery gardens, and to investigate how these formal characteristics are related to certain function, or more precisely,
a meaning. The study was conducted on seven monasteries in France.

The type of cloister gardens to be investigated in this study is based on an analysis of plant elements, water elements,
and facilities in addition to basic things such as location, shape, space composition.

The results of this study are as follows:

First, the function of the cloister garden varies from the functions of separating and connecting the living spaces of
the cathedral and the rhetoric, the functions of rest and reading, the function of meditation, the function of contemplation,
and the function of labor and the charisma that occurs in Lavabo.

Secondly, the shape is represented as square, rectangle, and trapezoid with slight variance depending on the mental
characteristics or the arrangement of the monastery.

Third, the spatial composition seems to take an original form of ‘+°, shaped by criss cross lines, but over time,
spatial composition changed and transformed to the needs of the monasteries.

Fourthly, it can be seen that traffic lines have developed into various shapes such as ‘+1-°, *X’, and <’ from original
froms leading to irregular and diverse space configuration.

Finally, in the cloister garden, various plant elements are introduced into spaces according to traffic lines, and there
are several elements such as wells, fountains, and entrances, and a bench was introduced as a facility.
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